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0n 7 oecember 1905 the European commission of Human Rights approved a'friendly settıement" of the inter-state compJ.aint against Turkey submittedby 0enmark, France, the Nethertands, Norway and sweden on t Juıy lg02.under the terms of the settlement, the Governnent of Tuıkey undertook toinform the European commission of Human Rights at periodic intervaIs durrn9l986 of the ıneasures it had taken to ensure the effective impıem€ntation ofArticıg 3 of the European convontion on Human Rights ("No one shaıl besubjectod to torture or to inhuman or degrading tıeatment or punishment- ).A final report is to be preparsd by the European cormission of Human Rightsby 1 February 198?.

In spite of this undertaking, Amnesty tnt6rnationa1 continues to recej.veaıIegations that both poıitica1 prisoners and detainees suspected of havingcommitted criminal offences are tortured or subject9d to cruel, inhuman ordegradin9 treatment or punishınent, while in police custody and in militaIyand ciVj.].ian prisons. Atthough the Turkish authoritj.es haVe statedrepeatedly that aIl compı.aints of torture are j.nvestigated and that thoseresponsibIe foı torture wj.tt be prosecuted, Amnesty Internationaı has notobserved any fundamenta1 chan9es in the attitude or the practice of thepolice or pIj-son officiaıs in Turkey rğtating to the torture of detainee5and prisoneı.s durin9 the past 12 months.

Incommunicado detention for 30 days is permitted in the fiVe provincesstiıı under martial law. tn areas from which martiaı law has been liftedthe z4-hour maximum detention period may be extended to 15 days in casesinvolving thr€e or more persons, into which category most potitica]. casesfal].. In areas under a state of eınergency the detention period may befurthgr €xtend6d by the order of thğ publıc prosecutor. In addition,prisoners may be taken again for interrogation by the polj.ca at any time inconnection with new information. o9t allegations of torture received byAmnesty lnternational reıate to iıt-treatment of detainees in potice
custody eithar during their initiat intarrogation, or whğn they have beentaken again by the poıice for questj.oning, afteİ transf9r to a militaryprison.

Amnesty International r€cej.ves detailed stat9ııents from individuals abouttheir tortuİe onty after they have been reıeased from custody and usuaııy
when they have been able to ].eave Turkay. For this reason substantiVe
documentation of torture altegations is rargly up-to-date, but during the
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Transıations (summariesl of some reports about torture ııhich have appeared
in the Turkish press are appended to this paper. some of these reports
refer to deaths in custody, or shortty aft€r release (see pp 3, 1, 5-7,
7-8, ı0 of Appendix ı}. Annesty Internationa1 has .].earned of eight such
deaths between January-July l986, atIe9ed to b€ the resuı-t of itl-treatment
during interro9ation. Also appended are tTanslations of statements made by
three peopıe who were taken into custody in Istanbut in Juj.y l985 (AppendiX
lı). They write not only about the treatment they receiVed themselves, but
about the torture of other detainees which they obserVed. Amnesty Inter-
nationa1 has interView€d these th!ee peopıe, who are now living outside
Turkey, and beıieves their accounts to be substantialıy tru€. t.,hat is clear
from thes9 accounts is that torture j.s §till carried out as a routj.n€
practice at Istanbut Polic€ Headquarters. Amnesty Internationaı has no
reason to suppose that there has been any change §ince the eVents related
took place.

The Turkish perj.odical Nokta, 29 June 1986,
treatmgnt of politica1 prisoners in Ankara-
which the foııowing is an extract:

carried an articIe about the
s |.iamak Hilitary Prison, from

"According to 1awyers a considerable number of peopte haVe spent fivs to
siX years in the 52 isolation cells in Xamak's A-8lock. Lawyer Ibrahim
Tezan named the fo1].owing inmates whoün he represented: DEV-YOL
IRevolutionary tray] defendants oguzhan tluftuoglu, AIi Baspinar, H. Aıi
Yitmaz, Ali Aıfatli, seyid xocakusak, Nasuh Hitap and cahit Akcam have
remained in the isolation ward of Mamak for five to six years... Lawyer can
ozbay also provided names of his cıients kept in isoıation: t,|HP INational
MoVement Partyl defendants Rgcep Kucukissiz. Irfan Guıer, seyfettin Top,

past year the Turkish press has carried mat6riaı İelatin9 to recent torture
and !_u!!.h_g!ıJc! newspaper of 15 0ctober 'l986 reported that Fikri saglar, the
Genera1 secretary of the socia1 Democratic Populist Party (sHP) was pre-
paring a report on torture which woutd be based on information received
by the party from people who had been tortured.

Amnesty Internationa1 aıso continues to receive reports of toItuIe and
ill-treatment in prisons. The beating of prisoners for disciplinary reasons
is said to be common in at]. mi]-itary prisons. In a document rgceived by
Amn9sty ınternational about condj.tions in Hetris Hilitary Prison in
Istanbu1, the prisoners themselVes haVe written that torture and beating
are the main methods of maintainin9 discipline in the prison. They rğfer to
particular incidents, one of which occurred on 31 December 1985, when
soIdiers entered E-23 $rard to carry out routine 5earches and countin9 of
prisoners and took away three pri5oners, Hasan coser, AtiIla 0z9ur and
semdin simsir for ]L4aL! (beatin9 the sole5 of the feet). 0n,l5 January
ı966, the report continues, the prisoners in E-? ward were taken out, their
clothes were removed and they lder6 beaten. Durin9 this attack lbrahim
Tataro9ıu-s nose was broken and 8ahattin ıscan 1ost consciousness.

Amnesty Internationaı considers that prolonged soıitary confinemgnt may

amount to crueJ-, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of prisoners.
, _.:- The organization has received many reports that potiticaı prisoners in

$'-'"'"_ Turkey haVe been held in solitary confinement for several years and haVe

-: i.ş E,tıad no contact with reIatives, lawyers or fellow prisoners, or exercise in
',:, ;!,lİ ^i,.tı,, open air. tn December ,l985 Amnesty tnternationa1 wrote to the Turkish
-%., 

",r.|"}'' 
chief of G9neraı staff about proıonged sotitary confinement and other
matters of concern reıating to the treatment of prisoners in miıitary
prisons, but no repty was receiVed to this ıetter.
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selahattj-n 8uyukoztekin and senoI ceVik. 8eatings of open palns with i:t'rusrov -*

truncheons were frequent..." \1 ınŞlVı s'?oo,,-,,§

Durin9 the past year Amnesty Internationaı has aıso received reports of
ilt-treatment of politi.caı prisoners in civiıian prisons. (Political
prisoners are usuaıly held in military prisons untiı the comptetion of
their ıa9aı proce6dings, when thgy are transforred to civiıian prisons.} ın
June and Juıy 1985 the Turkish press carried reports from severa]- sources
about bad conditİon5 and ilI-tr9atment of prisonğrs in Adana prison.
cumhurivet, 9 July 1985, in a report of a Pl(K IKurdistan }Jorkers' Party]
triaI stated that; -Later, def9ndant ılehmet Akif (orkmaz and others
complained of strip-searches r9suıting in beatings. '}Je wer9 a9ain beaten
today. lf this continues, we wit1 not submit ouf defence. - lleanwhi].e
defendants 8odrottin Acikca, ılehmet san and Akif ozdemir di§pıayed bruises
on their bodies to the tribunaI. "

8ea ting of politicaI prisoners has aıso been rsported to take pıace in the
speciaI "E-Type" civi]ian prisons of }latatya, canakkale, Bartin, Hersin and
8ursa. In 0ctober l986 cumhuriVBt carried reports of a hunger striks by
politica]- prisoners in 8artin prison in prote3t against conditions there.

Aıthough the Turkish 60vernment insists that aıı aıtegations of torturğ are
investigated, Amnesty International knows of many cases of alı99ed torture
which have not been the subject of any inquiry on the part of the author-
ities. The b9st knor.,n of thsse is that of some of th6 defendants in the
DIsX (confederation of Progressive Trade unions) tİiaı. cumhuriV9t, s
0ctober l906, reported that rsference was made once again at the DtsK
trial, during tha reading of a generaı defence statgment prepared by aı1
th9 ıawyers, to the formal compıaints of torture submitted by sone of the
defendants which haVe disppeared from their triaı dossiers. These com-plaints of torture which is aı.teged to have occurred in 1980 have neV€r
been inve5tigated.

İ.lany prisoners and former prisoners have spoken about the difficulties they
haVe encountered in making formaı coınplaints of torture. sema o9ur is a
former politicaI prisoner now 1iVing outside Turkey. she alıegss that she
was tortured during interro9ation at Ankara Police Headquarters in 198l.
The Turkish authorities have maintained in response to Amnesty ınter-
nationa.ı.'s calls for an inVestigation into her altegations that sema ogur
neVer made any complaint of torture, but she writes: "I eXplained all the
tortures I had experi.enced when I appeaİed before the martiaı prosecutor,
the ınartiaI examining magi§trate and the court-martial committee Imilitary
tribunal] itself. Later on I expIained the torture I experienced in Hamak
prison to the same court as weıl. The court rejected my claims for
prosecution of torture arguing that it was not their duty to investigate
the case. These facts can be found in the documents of the triat."
Many other people have reported simiıar experiences to Amnesty
Internationa]-, frequently referring to punishments, includin9 beatj.ngs,
incurred as a result of haVing spoken in court about their torture. In one
instance a defendant was reported to haVe recaivgd an additionaI sentence
of one year and four months' imprisonm6nt for 'insuttin9 the army" when he
gaVe testimony concerning torture before a militaİy court in Ankara.

Another aspect of the difficulty prisoners experience when trying to make
complaints of torture is a].so iltustrated by the case of sema ogur. on two
occasions during her interrogation in February and March l96l she was taken
to a mj.tita!y hospıtat; once because she ıost consciousness after having
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been suspended for a Iong time and subsequently because she was unab]_e totaık or move followin9 a serie5 of electric shocks. on the first occasion
she pointed out the bruising and marks on her wrists to the doctor and
asked him to make a report, but he replied that he was afraid of reprisals.
In June ı985 the Turkish embassy in t'ashington oc wrote to a member of
Amnesty Inte!nationaI who had caııed for an investigation into her aıleged
torture that: "Ms 09ur-s atleged mistreatment was found t0 be baseless by
medicaI reports four years a9o..." Amnesty ıntğrnationaı is not awafe of
which medicat reports the embassy is referring to and knows of no
investigation which has been carried out into her aılegations, but time and
time agaı.n Amnesty Internationaı. has been informed of thg inadequacy of the
medicat examinations which prisoners receive. ın a report of a triat in
cumhu rj,vet , 'l9 June ı985, a dafendant is quoted as saying in court,
folıowing the introduction as testimony of a doctor's report that there was
no trace of vioıence on his body, that: "I spant 20 days in detention. t
was filthy. l4lhen I was taken to the doctor, he wou].d not tet me near him_
He looked at me from a distance. There are witnesses to the fact that I
haVe been tortured. "

Another report in cumhurivet of the same date deaıt with contradictory
medj.caı reports on the physicaı eVidence of torture in the cases of Hanefi
0zdemir and Hayrettin 009an who had been detained in Aprit 1986 on charges
of smuggling. After their interrogation at Ankara Poıj.ce Headquarters they
ware s€nt on 2 Hay to Yenimahat]-e Heaıth Potyclinic but wgre returned to
detention without havin9 had a medical check-up. They were sent back to the
cIinic on 5 Hay when the official in charge, 0r Gungor Kaynak, stated in a
written report that the detainees "showed no trace of blows, foIce,
5cratches, wounds, bruıses etc. on their persons after a medical check in
which they were stripped naked". The two men were then formaI].y charged and
transferred to prison. They petitioned the Public Prosecutoİ alleging that
they had been tortured and that they sti11 caIried the scars of torture.
They w9re taken on 9 Hay to Ankara's Le9aı Forensic Department and eXamined
by Dr Gulgun oktem who reported that the defendants suffered from yellow
and purple bruises on their bodies and swollen soles Ifrom faı.aka].

Amnesty ınternationaI has repeatedıy urged the Turkish Governmgnt to
j.ndj.cate its commitment to stop torture and uphold human rights by
implementing certain measures, including the pubı-ication of cl9ar
instructions to alı officials inVolVed in the custody, interrogation or
treatment of prisoners, that tortUre wil]- not be toıerated under any
circun§tances, and ensurin9 that a].1 detainees are brou9ht before a
judicia1 authority promptıy after being taken into custody, and that
relatives, lawyers and doctors haVe prompt and regular access to them.
Amnesty International has also recommended that the Turkish Government
should estabtish an impartia1 body to inVestigate alı complaints and
reports of tofturo- The Parıiamentary conmittee for the Inspection of
Prisons and Detention Houses established by the Grand NationaI Assembly,
will not fulfi11 this function. ln its report to the speaker of the Grand
NationaJ. Assemb].y on 22 NoVembsr 1985, it 5tated specifically that, "the
commıttee is not an inve5tigating or prosecutin9 body" and that, "ıt is
obvious that ouI coİnmittee is not in a position to thoroughıy investigate
the vaıidj.ty and accuracy of such allegations Iof tortureı..."
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cumhuriVet 1? January 1986

The photograph aboVe is of Halj.l Demir, a sheep meİchant, being held up by
two other men. He petitioned the Public Prosecutor allegin9 that he had
been tortured for thIee days in Adana's Koprubasi po].ice station after
havt ng been detained on suspicion of theft.
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cumhu ri.vet,| Februa ry ı986

İt was aıleged that Arif Hikmet Iyidogan, detained for being in possession
of "false identity documents", was tortured at the Ankara secufity
Headquarters by means of "eJ-ectric shocks. insertion of truncheons into the
anus, falaka Ibeating of the soıes of the feetI and burning with ti9hted
cigarettes".

It wa5 furtheI a].ieged that tyidogan who had been detained in
H€adquarters between 28 ı.larch and .l8 Apri1 .l 985 has not fully
from the torture he receiVed despite three operations.

the security
recovered

Arif Hikmet Iyidogan's lawyer Ersen sansaı has appli9d to Ankara'syenimahalle public prosecutor to set up proceedings against potice officers
Husnu Gok and serhat 0kumu5 cited for torturin9.

Lawyer sansa1 in his submission to the yenimahatte pubıic pıosecutor stated
that his client was detained in Hersin on 2l }larch 1985 and brought to
Ankara on 20 March. According to potice documents, his client had been
"sound and healthy" at the time of transfer and the handing over to Ankarapolice. However. the lawyer went on, for the entire period of his cıient's
stay in the Ankara Poı.ice Headquarters unti1 t8 Apriı, police officers
Husnu Gok and serhat 0kumus engaged in "inhumanıy saVage cruelty and
torture " .

sansal
to al]"
various
water,
rubber,

added that: "The complainant Arif Hikmet ıyid09an has been subjected
forms of incredible torture ran9j.ng from gı-ectric current 9iven to
parts of his body, cold water baths, forced drinking of satty

starvation, squeezing of hi5 9enitals, bein9 scorched with burning
falek3 and collective beatings.

This cruelty which went on under the
bumps on the head from blows against
being picked up and made to stand up
anus of truncheons. "

guise of interrogation also included
the walt, ıoss of tufts of hair from
by the hair, and the pıunging into the

Notin9 that the records kept duri,ng ıyidogan's transfer from the security
Headquarters to İ.|amak ilitary Prison confirned reports of torture, sansal
said: "Evidence of beatings on the soıes and swellings are in the records.
officiat photographs taken on admission to the prison show parts of the
sca]-p where the hair has been pulled out.'

sansa} went on to explain that as "torture under the guise of
interrogation" continued, Iyidogan's ribs were broken, his lungs began to
swell with body fluid and that the wound on his forehead became soptic. 0n
5 Apriı, his client had been taken to Ankara's Numune Hospita1 and operated

ffi
TortuIe Al].eqation from LawVer: Truncheon PtUnqed Into HV client

sansaJ- stated that there were witnesses to the tortures endured by his
cıient and that these names and addres9es had been passed on to the Pubıic
Prosecutor. In a statement made to Ankara İlartiat Law court No. ,l , one of
these witnesses, Nuray Erdo9an, put on record that: 'Later, Arif Hiknıet
Iyidogan was brought with the he].p of a poıiceman to where I was being
kept. There was some cotton wooı on his right cheek and there wa§ a wound
on the right part of his forehead. That is what I saw."
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upon. About 1.5 kiıogrammes of tiquid were drained from his ıungs and tha
abscess on his forehead coutd onIy be cIeared with medica1 sur9ery, sansa1
submitted medicaı records of his c].ient's four-day stay in hospitaı.

Tho lawyer continued to state that his cıient was tortured in the security
Headquarters after being brou9ht back fron hospitaI treatm€nt. Later,
lyidogan undergent a second operation in the medicaı uard of İamak Hilitary
Prison. Later 3tiıt, after his reIoase, Iyidogan was operat€d upon a third
timg in a private clinic where bones wer€ rğınoved froıı hi9 ıungs. Lawyer
sansal concıudedi 'Arif Hikmet tyid09an ha3 yet to r9coVer his heatth. tlis
trsatment goes on. He i3 stiıı und.r medical supervision. The doctors saythat he ııay need another oparation. But ınore important than alı this, 1ike
everyon€ who ha9 experienced torture, his experiences have ].9ft indeıibıepsychoı09icaI scars. Ha has been unfortunate enough to axperj.ence thobarbarity of being the objoct of inhuman treatnent. The accused policemen
are the ones who perpetrated this crime..

, _.,ijir*a\-\' "-ı\j? Tl.jsTAv 
=,1 tlliŞlVi §,

a.. ,§,
Cumhurivgt 5 February 1985 'J&p1 . ıf,

coffeehouse ownea Erhan payasli's famity have petitioned the inister ofJustİce, the Interior Hinistry, the Prefecture of Adana and ceyhan PubIicprosecutor, ctaiming that he was beatsn into a coma by officaıs at cayhancentral police station. His family alIege that after the discovery of somecontraband playing cards in a shop adjacent to Erhan payas].i's coifeehouse,police took him to the provisionat headquarters of ceyhan cantfaı poıice
station and interrogated hiın. Following his reıease after th9 inter-
rogatj.on, a poli.ceman returned to the coffeehouse to ask Erhan Payaslifor a bribe of TL 50.000 to 'cover the affair". t{hen Payasli returned tothe police station to rgport the roquest for a bribe, he was apprehended
and put into the detention centre. His farnity eXplained that when they wentto the police station to take bıankets for the night in th9 cet1, . poıi""
officer informed them that Payasıi had thrown himseıf out of a toiıet
wi.ndow and was now in a coırıa at a hospital. His famiIy in5ist that payasli,
an affluent peIson, couıd have nothing to do with contraband playing cards.Neither would he, they argued, throw himself out of a seven motre window.
The matter is bsing investigated by insp9ctoİs sent to ceyhan by Adana.5security 0epartment.

cumhurj.Vet 1l February ı986

Hehmet (emaı, in his column on p. 8, writes about torture:
"...a police constab19 who was conVicted twice of torture and received twop!ison sentences of eight and ten months, with another triaı on torturecha19es stilt 9oing on, is stilı carrying out his duties as a polica
constabıe. The ı.|inist9r eXplains this situation with " The r eıa va nt

F"ıl. ınto co." und". D.t"ntion - Brt s"id to H"r. "Jrro"d Fro. Poıi."station }'indow"
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documants have not roached me- ,

cumhuriVet t2 February l986

Yusuf Yiıdiİim said: 'They squsazed ny testicıes, they gave me eıectric
shocks, },|hen my testicles swelıed due to aıı this, I went to the doctor. He
said, 'Either you have hit them somewhgre or you have ridden on the bare
back of a horse'. ı was so afraid that I wouıd be taken in again, that ı
did not teıt hını the truth.
At the polico station they bent my knees and legs and put me thİough a car
tyre. That must be what thoy caıı {as ı have seen in the newspapers} the'tortoise cass'...
My most recent incident wag four days ago when po]-ice took me fİom my home,
put me into a car, pulıed my hair, beat m6 and swore at m9, ı do not know
their names, but I can recognize their faces.
The reason ı have never reported this to tho 0ffice of the Prosecutor was
that I was affaid in case they did worse things to me.
sometimes the nei9hbours were also detained and their hou5es searched just
to intimidate the whoıe neighbourhood."

YUsuf Yildirim made aı.ı these revelations at the social 0emocratic Popuıi5t
Party lsHP} Head office in Ankara and said: "As 1ong a5 the Pİime }linister
continuas to say that there is no torture, we wilı- go on saying and proving
that there is. Te are prepared to confront him and discuss this with him
pUbIicıy. "

cumhuriVet 8 İarch 1986

İlasan Akin, who had b€en taken away for questioning by the security forces
in Hardin, had been declared dead on his fourth day of interrogation. After
applyi.n9 to the authorities about the eVent, his mother said that she could
not eVen see her son's body; she had bgen preVented from 5eein9 it, and has
asked for an autopsy.

,

^'

§

t
.e §p=

cumhurivet 9 March l986

Three teachers who had been detained by the poıica in Ankara have discıosed
that th8y had bgen "crucified" durin9 their interrogation. 0ne of the
taachers ctaimed that he had been ıeft alone for four days in a cell and
then was tied to a contraption lookin9 ].ike a crucifiX. He stated that he

Retired workeİ Yusuf Yildirim, father of Kenan Yildirim, who was given a
sentencs of five years aftgr having been tried with a daath santgnce demand
in the XurtulUs tria1, was detain9d 27 times in Ankara because the poıice
couıd not find his son who is in hiding. Ha was datained together with hı.s
other children and torturod in order to find out the whereabouts of kenan.
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had beğn bğaten whiı.e tied upside doş,n tö the crucifix, and hğ had been
tied there three times during his 33 days of detention. Although he
reco9nized the tortur€rs, he was unable to give names, thğrefore the
prosecutor had dropped his claims. he said. 0ther teachers aıso described
thg torture which they suffered at the hands of the police. Atl the
allegations have been printed in the monthly oargtm€n Dunvasi (Teachers'
tılor ld ) .

IIn another report in HurriVet of 11 Hatch 1985, it is stated that
following the publication of the teachers- report in oqretmen Dunvasi, the
publısher of the journaı, zeki sarihan, his wife sena1 sarihan and two
other people were detained. Amnesty Internationa1 does not know if charges
were brought against them. ]

cumhuriVet ı6 İlarch 
'905

Ahm€t ceylan, a non-commissioned officar who had been found guj.tty of
torture in corum, has given himgeıf up. He had been accused of kiııing
Hasan celik, a 61-year old man. ın the autopsy it was reveaıed that the man
suffered brain haemorrha9e due to trauma. The 0eputy Governor of corun had
claimed that "due to the high bJ.ood pressure of the man, he had ent€redinto a coma when the officer shouted at hııı'' .

cumhuriVet 19 },la r ch 1986

The Riddle of the 0eath of Ibrahim Poıat

ıt is alıeged that Ibrahim Potat from the Vilıa9e of Kutlubey (of Nusaybin
district) did not die during a §kirmish, but died while in the custody of
the security {oIces.

Fikri sagtar, a deputy from Iceı province, who j.s aıso a member of the
Human Rights and Torture Investigation committee of the social Dsmocratic
Populist Party (sHP), went to Nusaybin to inVestigate the aııagations. tn6polat, the wife of the deceased told the deputy that her husband was taken
away by the gendarıneria while picking grapes in the fieıd, and his body was
brought back the next day. The sğcurity forces, on the other hand, stated
that the ınan jumped from a cliff during a security op9ration after
receiVin9 a tip-off. HowgVer, the office of the Hartia1 Law conıınander (?th
District) announced on 1 october 1905 that the deceased was captured deadafter skirmishing with the security forces.

The wife, who does
an interpreter and

not
told

speak Turkish, talked to
him what happened:

the deputy with the heıp of

we heard shots, but did not pay any attention.
Th6y asked Ibrahim for his identification and
him not to leave me there on my own. He said,

Then
then'I am

" t{hile picking grapes
the soldi9rs arrived.
took him away. I told

5
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going away with the soldiers, do not worry, I witl be back'. I presumed he
wouıd be asked to be a guide for the soldiers. The next day l was called, ı
was six months pregnant then. 8ecause I would not have been abıe to watk
for 1ong, I mounted on a mule and with my women neighbours, the Vj.lıage
watchman (bekci} and the son of the muhtar we aıl went to ths vineyard.
There my husband was lying in blood betwe6n the sotdiers. He constantıy
asked for water. when ı propped him up to 9iV9 him some water. hi§ arm
feıt. ıt was broken, I think. The senior non-commissioned officer Haydar
colakci asked me where I hid the weapon. İ told him that we did not have
any. tıre are poor, where can we get a weapon? At that moment the commander
of the comınando unit, which was based at xutlubey Viılag9, arrived and sent
us back home. "

Ine Polat §tated that her husband was 22 years old and had finished
military service onIy l5 days previously. The following conversation
held between Ine Poıat and the deputy:

his
wa s

oeputy sagIar: "How many so]-diers were there? llho was their officer?'
Poıatl "The non-commissioned officer (assubay). I coutd identify him if l
saw him. "

ıne Polat stated that the coIpse was bİought Ito
with the help of her brother and father. The fee
coıIected among the 5oldiers by a captain ıdris.

th€
for

ViIla9e? ] in a minibus
the mi n i.bu s was

the open fieıd.
the next day . The

they set out on th6

The other witness, 8ayran Aıdemir, the son of the Viııage o.g_Lg_a!, said that
the deceased was lying on his faca in th€ fietd when they arrived there. He

said; "His so].es were swollen. His skin had peeled away. I think he was

beaten on his so].es by falaka. He constantly asked for water. captain Idrıs
asked ms to ho].d tbrahim up and help him to walk. Ne put him on the back of
a mule and took him to the village. His situation got worse. İ suggested
that he shoutd get some treatment at the Health clinic. They Itha soldiers]
said that it was agai.nst orders and that he shouıd bg taken to the
6endarmerie station. l^le left ıbrahiın there."

According to the inv9stigation carried out by the ANKA newsagency Iwhich
fiıed this report] it is revealed that the death was recorded in the
Nusaybin Regi5try by his family as "death due to tortur9", t,lheroas hi,s

death was recorded as "suicide" by the office of the MartiaI Law commander

and the office of the Public Prosecutor, in document No, t985/1575,

The deputy aıso taıked to the Gendarmeıie squadron Leader, captain ldris
sozer. He said that after r€ceiving a tip_off about tho meeting of four or
five terrorists in the area and that ıbıahim potat would guide them through
the terrain, they went there. The captain said, "Ne foııowed thEir trail,
whentheyrealizedthattheywouldbecaptured,theyjumpedfromacliff.
Theothersescaped,buttbrahimwaswoundBd.Hehasburiedhiswsapon,he
has hidden it. tle captured him and interrogated him",

captain Idris said that the inteı,r09ation was done l.n

ıblahim wa5 asked to show the hide-out of his {riends
captain ctaimed that tbrahim jumped off a cliff when

road and that he committed suicide and died,

§^*%
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The Icel oeputy Fikri saglar has a3ked the Primo ılinister in a writtgn
question the foııowing questions:
- t{ho is the person who was kiıled during a 3kirııish on 28 september 1985.
according to the announcem€nt made by the offj.ce of the ı.lartiat Law
comnander (7th 0istrict) on l 0ctober l985?
- tlhy has the Hilitary Prosecutor cıaimed that he had comnitted suicide?- Had the so].diers givğn any money to the decaasod's family? l{hy?- tahy has not his colpse begn shown to his famiıy? t{hy have his
id6ntification papers not been given back?
- Has there been any j.nvestigation concerning this event? If not, what aIe
the reasons?

cumhurivet 20 Maıch t986

] Do Not ExDect Justice

Fehmi ısiklar, the Generat secretary of DIsX, claimed that the basic
principtes of th€ law were disregarded and that h€ did not sxpect anyjustice from the court. ın his d8fence. he suınınarized his 1o? days in
detention. He said that he was first tortured on 2o september ı980 at
Hasdal Military Prison. Then he detaiıed his prsdicaments by saying that he
was forcsd to sign statsm€nts while he was bIindfotded, he was tortured for
five consecutive days; that afterwards ha was unıble to sleep for two days;
that he was onıy ab].e to sleep on one side for a5 days and that he had to
take pain killers alt the time. He said that he had written a petition
about hj.s tortura to the Pubıic Pro3ecutor, but his petition had bean"mislaid" delibeİatety. He cıaimed that the divine ri9ht of def9nce had
never been fulIy used in the triaı, and therefore one cou]-d not taJ.k about
law, logic or boundarj.es in the case, and if fair triaı were possible. th.n
none of the defendants cou!d have been accused.

Nokta 6 Aprj.l l986

" He lAla § In No conditi n '[o soeak: 'I Arn DVinq' He aid..."

since 1976, he had taken a number of jobs and was regarded by his friends
as a -gentıe giant, affectionatğ and fond of social drinking in the
evenings". His 1ast job was as a motorcar saIesroom attendant in 8akirkoy,
a suburb of Istanbul. }lis tife revoıVed around a trian9ıa of the salesroom,

Ihe oeoutV Asks the Prime Minister About This Affair

/ffiDl»\
(ş--r,ş,t3)

RL..,Y

Justice: The " Beatinq Tria1"

Akin Tanis, aged 49, was a w9ll-built man, 1.90 m taıı and had been a
graduate of the Aİ.r Force officer Academy. 

^fter 
six yaars in the Air

Force, he had migrated to Gerınany where he lived for l3 years, returning to
Turkey in 'l9?5.
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taverna5 and members of his famiIy.

0n ı0 september 1905, a contractor named 2iya Xaya alıeged that Akin Tanis
and his friends had throatened him with a pisto1 during a business m6etin9
in a parking lot next to the saıesroom where Tanis worked. Both Tanis and
another parking 1ot attendant, lsmaiı Ako, were taken into custody. A f9w
hours later, the owner of the motorcar gaııery, Hakan DiıaVer, was-bundıed up- and brou9ht to ths potice station.

In a statement given to the Prosecutor, Dilaver explainedi "They said,'Lock him up'. Akin and tsmail were there. Akin's mouth was bleeding. 'The
chief suFerintendent roughed me up'he said, 'thsy want me to produce a
pistol'. At about 21.00 hours they took us up again, Adam Yiımaz Ichiof
superintendent of Bakirkoy Polİce station - Tr.l hit our outstretched hands
with a truncheon a few timos. But he hit Akin's head against the waıı. ın
fact, the ıights went out, because his head hit the switch. ıJhen we said
that thsre werg no firearms involved, we were taken down to the cetıs
again. At about 04.00 hours two policeınen arrived and took Akj.n to the looın
opposite our ceı1. Apparentıy that was the -beatings room". tle heard Akin's
screams for 45 ıninutes. The chief superintendent was thgre. Later, the same
potice offic6rs dragged Akin to our celı and threw him down. Akin was in no
condition to speak, 'ı am dyin9' he said. His shoes were mıs5ing. "

Thus, accordin9 to eye-witnesses, the captain-s
save Akin flom being subjected to laıa!3 in the

Hakan Di].aVer had, in the meantime, contacted hj.s friend captain Nadir
Goker, 0akirkoy's Hilitary Induction 0fficer. tn his statement to the
Prosecutor, Goker said: "ı darnanded to see Hakan. They brought h.im over.
His hands were swoııen. He had probabty b6en bsatgn. ı aIso ask6d for Akin.
ı,rtıen he arriVed, he said, '8rother, just ıook at ma'. H9 was spitting
btood. I was furious. ı saıd, 'caıı thE forensic p9opıe'. tıhen I said this,
ths police then said, 'Not to worry, we ıı reıease him short}y'. I wont
back to the police station in the evgning. }ahen thgy wore still there İ

became angry again and went to see the officeİ in comnand. t,lhen ı said that
tho suspects had been beaten, he said, 'Ther€ i5 a pisto1 invoıvod, let
them bring that'. I walked out."

cıose
early

intere5t cou}d not
hou!s of the morning

Akin Tanis was released
arrest. But then he was

by the Prosecutor
in a coma.

s office three days after his

His €mployer Hakan Diıaver then denounced the police and demanded an

investigation. on 2 Novsmber l985, after 50 days in a coma, Akin Tanis
died. His autopsy report stated that death was due to "acute trauma on his
sku1l,".

The poıicemen inVolved denied the charges when the Bakirkoy Prosecutor, on

the basis of the autopsy report, launched proceedings. chief superintendant
Adem Yiımaz told the xgLg3 correspondent: "ı{e did not beat anyone. I repeat
what I toıd the Prosecutor; the allegations are false."

ln his stat9ment, lsmait Ako confirmed this account and saidl 'Akin was
stripped to his wai§t whon they put him in the ceıl. His feet weİe
swo]-ıen.'

,de\
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Adana oEV-YOL Accused: "Notss ı{e }1adg For our ogfence Are
confiscated"

The Adana DEV-YOL triaı, which began four
court with 342 defendants, of whom 70 are
sta9e of defendants' defence statements.

years ago in the Adana Mj.litary
stiıı detained, has entered the

0efendant Adem Xutuk, facin9 the death sentence, stated
had been searched down to their underpants before being
0efendants objecting to th is had been beaten by prison
could not, therefore, prepare their defence statements.

tn court that they
bİought to court.

authorities and t hey

Kutuk went on to explain that notes made by the defendants during the triaı
and ıntended to be used in their defgnce prapa!ations were confj.scated bythe pr.i.son authorities as aıte9edıy "organizational and poı.iticaı
documents". He said that they could not be expected to prepare an adequate
def ence,

Defendant
Iesion on
in prison,
of blood.

saIman serttepo, meanwhile, tifted his shirt to show a bleeding
hi5 right shouıder. Informing the court that he had been beat9n
he a5ked the judges to send him to a sick-bay to stop the flow

cumhuriVet 2? Aprj.1 l986

MilliVet 28 April l986

n f

0akirkoy's chief of Police, Kemal Tosun, and his chief superintendent. AdemYiımaz, are goi,ng to be the subjects of an investigation by tha Ministry ofInterioİ for aIlegedly being involved in intimidating behaViour.

ıt is alleged that they acted in a menacing way to lawyer Ali Ercan during

cumhuıivet 12 Apriı 1985

6ffii-4ö.'
/ğ ıuşevt\uw

ıılitne5s seraeant: I LiVe In Fear

Fikret Birge, who stated tast week that he f,,as a national service sergeantduring the incidents resutting in the death of siddik 8i19in, said ttıat neıived in fear after his eye-witness repoİts to the prosecutor. Birge'sfri.nds and retativ€s said that he had not been to his house for three day5for fear of reprisals. Asked by cumhurivet why he did not report the caseafter hj.s demobitisation, Birge answered, "I coutd not have done it then. I
di.cİ it now".
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a court hearing of a torture case against three officers under their
command.

chief superintendent Adem Yilmaz, alon9 with officers sedat Riza sahin,
saban Yetj.sken and sinan Bozkurt, are charged with causing the death of
retired Air Force N.c.0. Akin Tanis on 10 september t985. ıt is alleged
that Akin Tani9 died of "acute crania]. trauma" after having his head struck
against the police station waıIs. charged with torturing the detainee
Tanis, the polics officer9 facğ betwe6n three to seven years in prison. Ihe
case continues in 8akirkoy Criminal court No. 2.

Hi.ltiVe! [European Edition] t May 1986

10

Fikret Bir9e said that siddik 8ilgin and his friends had be€n tortured for
three days. He said:
"They were beaten untiı they tost consciousness. rhey then had buckets of
water thrown on them to revive them. AıI this took place in the schoo1
yard. Three days ıatar, siddik was put in'"o a Dodge truck and the others
into a different one. siddik 8iı9in was in tho truck I was on, He was

motj.onless. That is when ı rsalized that hğ had died. },le came to a place
ca]_led Kesan Mezrasi,. ı.ta descended. captain Ati sahin said, '8rin9 siddık
down-.||teputhimonthegroundfacedown.lt|emovedbackabout30metres.
Thecaptainorderedustoshoot.ılewassprayedwithbullets.Later,thgy
radioed back to the headquarters and said, 'tde shot him whi]_e escaping-.
siddik was buried with his cıothes on in a 9rave scooped by buttdozer, -

Birge atso went on to a]-tege that " The doctor for the district of Genc,

Hurar Ercan, took a cursory 1ook at siddık's corpse and reported him dead".
Answering a question from the press, Fikret Birge said that after the
kiııing of siddik Bi19in, captain Aıi sahin had toId the service,nen pre3ent
that "This was the end of the affair. The secret would ıie buried",

"30 to 10 soldiers shot At The corose"

Fikret Birge, who was doing his nationaı service at the time, 9aVe an
eye-witness account of the death of siddik 8ilgin at a press conference
or9anized at sHP headquarters.

Introduced to the journaIists by cuneyt canver, HP for Adana, and Ali Ih5an
El9in, MP for ıceı, Fikret 8ir9e gave this account of the contİoversia1
incident:
"I had been posted to the suVeren GendaImerie outpost. This was a speciaI
operations outpost. This meant that we conducted frequent operations in the
surIoundin9 viltaggs, After j.nformation receiVsd by an informeI , we

conducted a search of 0o9anli Viıtage. siddik 8i.lgin and a few others,
whose names I cannot remembğr, had been denounced as militants of an

iıle9al organization. ı,le Ioaded them blindfotded on our vehicles, The

soldiers began to beat siddik Bilgin and hj.s friends, 5ayin9, -Telı us

where the weapons arg'. 8ilgin kept on saying, 'I have nothing to do with
this'. No water or food was given to the detainees for one whole day"'

t,J].tnessinq serqeant Te.lls of 8ilqin's Death:
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MilliVet IEuropean Editionı l Hay t986

"I tla s Tortured Foı seven DaV§"

The preliminary inVesti9ation had been conducted atreferred to by the poıice as the "ımperiaı Marquee-
took us to a part of the building which had been usad as

An Executive committee member of oısK, l(emat Nebiogı-u, said
300-pa9e ı.on9 d9fence stat9m9nt that they had been tortursd
following their detention. A13o, he stated that it had takenthe 0IsK defendants to appear before a judga tio,1 ll days in
detention ] .

during his
for seVen days

'l 'l 1 days for
incommunicado

DaVutpasa, in a
ota -i Hum Vun

venue
) . " They

stabıes during the
we were

3ingto fi}6 with
on aach othor' g

dffirox
f''ru."ror?i
ç_ n§ş/yü sl
*ra 

- ,"So-

0ttoman period", said Nebiogtu. .'1,1e left our belongin9s,
btindfolded. t.ıe w€re ıed into the " tmperia1 Marquea.. inmyseıf, 8asturk, ısikIar, 2iıtilo91u, puttin9 our hands
shoulders. "

cumhuriVet 2 May l985

m

"If Die. ıt' s 8ecaus 0f The s eİqeant-M aior"

Farmer Hayrettin Xumargeı, inVotVed in a
family which ended with both sides bei.ng
outpost, claimed that he was tortured by
YuceI.

fight wj.th meınbers of the 8ozova
summonded by 8askiı Gendarmerie
6endarmerie sergeant-llajor A. Riza

f

currently bging heıd i.n the emergency ward of Elazig state Hospital anddiagnosed as haVing a ruptured intestine, Hayrettin Kunıargeı stated thatthe sergeant-Hajor had said, 'How is it that you have no bruises afterfighting with five persons". and then procegded to punch and kick hım inthe abdomen.

xumargel's family has petitioned tha authorities. The commander of thegendarmerie unit concerned has donied the aıle9ations of torture.

Yenj- Gundem 5-1l Hay 1986

e
ReDort "

The inquest merely stated that the patient had died of ''breathing
difficutties". Hasan İakki Erdogan had died betwegn the hours of 24.00 and01.00 on 30 october l981. ın fact, by the time he was brought to thehospital, hg was spittin9 blood and had 1ost consciousness. He 1ived for
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another half-hour. The thres-lıne ei9ht-sentence inquest report had,
however, taken ı5 days to prepare. This was becau§e one of thrge
signatories refused to endorso the findings.

specialist Dİ sacide Erden toıd the Yeni 6undem reporter: "The patient
IHasan Hakki Erdogan - Tr.] was not able to speak when he was brought to
the hospital. He was in no state to give an account of what had been done
to him or what was the matter with him. There were seven or eight persons
with hİm. They obstructed our work. tıle had to 9ive the patient oxyg9n to
enable him to breathe. This meant taking the patient to anotheİ part of the
hospita1. l{e were not allowed to transfer the pati.ent. The police w€re very
strict. Anyway, he did not ıive long enough."

Referrin9 to the inqusst report, speciaı.ist 0r sacide Erden said:'l did
not prepare that report. It was prspared by my assistant Dr Nevİer l(oylan.
ı rasisted signİng it for a tong tirne. ı even wgnt up to see the Head of
Department, Professor Dr Ahmet sevim 8uyukdeVrim. Ha said, 'ın the
communication we received, there was mention of acute kidney failure and
]unq oedema. Let your report be in accordance with this. Sign it'and I was
forced to endorse it. ıt was reaıty impossibte for me to do anything there
at the tims."

From one hosoitaı to th9 other...
The report testifyin9 that Hasan Hakki Erdogan had died of "respiratory
insufficiency" was dated 15 0ctober 'l981 and written on stationery bearing
the headin9 "Repubıic of Turkey, University of lstanbuı, Faculty of
Hedicine Interna1 Diseases tlain subject". However, Erdogan had been taken
on a round of hospitaıs. Accordin9 to rğcords k9pt by Istanbul security
Department Politica1 section, he had been sent to 6umussuyu 1,1ilitary
Hospitaı on 29 september t984, but th9 doctors there had refused to accept
responsibitity for the patient. The document fTom the Po].itica1 section
contains a note to the eff€ct; "Lesions on both ankıe9, armpits, on skin
and the right hand", Erdogan had then been passed on to Haydarpasa ilitary
Hospita1 where he was dj.a9nosed as suffering from "acute kidney failure and

Iung oedema". one of the persons r€sponsible for this dia9nosis was Gunner
captain operator ooctor Nevzat Aknar, a speciaıist in gynaecotogy and chi],d
birth. He pa§sed Erdogan on to the capa clinic {or Emer9encies appended to
the University of ı5tanbu1. And it was at capa that Erdogan was to spend
the last haıf-hour of his ıife.

Fifteen days 1ater, the inquest report stated that death was due to
"chronic rena]- faiıure, acute ıeft cardiac arrest and acute !espiratory
fai]-ure" and was signed by 0r NeVrer Koyıan, speciaıist 0r sacide Erden
Head of Faculty of Medicine Internaı Diseases Main subject Professor Dr

Ahmet sevim Buyukd€rim.

According to the indictment prepared by the military prosecutor, Hasan

Hakki Erdosan was the Istanbut re9iona1 head of TKP-|lL TIKK0 [Turkish
communist Party-Harxist Leninist TrKKOı. He had been detained on 18

september l981. Accordin9 to the same indictment, another detain€e, Hamdi

Ero91u, had said that he was 9oing to meet Erd09an on'| 8 septembeı at a

rendez-Vous and that Erdo9an was datained by First section officers lyin9
in wait.

Huseyin Erdogan, Hakki Erdogan-s father, went to the First section after
his son's detention and ıeft a parce1 of underclothes plus TL 5000 in cash,
He was not allowed to contact his son. He was, however, provided with a

note which stated "Father, I am weıl. l have received th€ monoy and the

a nd
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cıothes". 8ut father Erdogan realized that the handwrİting on th€delivered by a polj.ce officiaı was not his son's. Neither was thesignature. Father Erdogan proceeded on 28 september l984 to sendto the Martia1 Law Prosecutor, the Hartia]. Law commander and theof Istanbu1 statin9 that he feared for the ıife of his son-

note

petitions
Govarnor

ıJhen Huseyin Erdogan returned to the security Department on ?a superintendent there told him "Your son died. His body is inHospitaJ_ Morgue. Your son did not speak. ıf sornebody has beenfor three years, that person ought to know a ıot of peop].e. Hea sin9le ona of hj.s friends'..

0ctober l981,
cerrahpasa

in ı stanbu]_
did not name

i,!eanwhiıe, Hamdi Erogıu, who had stated that he was to meet Hasan HakkiErdogan at an appointed time, was now transferred from the securityoepartment to selimiye Miı.itary pıison and 0etention centre where hesubmitted a petition stating that he had -been toItured duringinterrogation at the potice headquarters- and that durin9 his .period indetention he witness€d the tortuİing into a comatose state of a p9rsoncalled tlakki Erdogan who was then sent to hospitaı.'. Yet, by ths time thatthis p€tition was written on 18 october 1984, Hakkj. Erdogan was ıong dead.

K-Oesk 8-Grouo
According to the court testiınony by police officers Yilmaz Hemen andseyfettin ,odur, citğd in the fifth issue of ygnr. Gundem in connection withtha dea th under torture of }lustafa HayrutlahoJİJ, ''Ttıe interrogation ofTKP, TIKK0 and tGD IProgre§sj.ve Youth Associaij.on] suspects at the securityDepart,nent was being carried out by group 8 from oesk x". officers Ali Canozgenler, }lahmet Yetis, orhan Yaman. Engin Devren and Umit 8aybek stoodtriaı for what was proved to be th€ d6aah of Hustafa Hayruttahoglu undertorture, It transpired during the trial that the offıciats concerned usedcod9-names during the interrogation. The names given by Handi Erogluincluded the code-names ''Yetis and tbrahim'..

Amnestv International
Erdogan's case did not escape Amnssty InternationaJ.' s attention. on ı80ecember 1981 they wrote to the Turkish Ambassador in London, Rahmj.Gumrukcuo9ıu, inquiring about Erdogan's death and İeceived a reply whichreproduced the above-mentioned inquest report. Amn6sty ıntsrnational,however, had other sources of information and cited the casa in its l985Reoort.

0n the basis of the AI Reoort, sHP President Aydin Guven Gurkan wasquestioned by socialist 6roup MEPs at Strasbourg and was forced to defendhis position by sayin9 that 'the Government aoe] not protect torturers;they are simp,ı,y too lax in dea].ing with comp,aints", a statemant which wasto result in a protest walk-out by some Euro-MPs.

comes from serhat Bucak, a lawyer retained by father Erdogan:Erdo9an lost his }ife by bein9 tortureo durini interrogationsection of ı stanbuı DirectoIate of security. itıis contradictsPrine Hinister Turgut ozal claiming that there has be€n nohe came into office."

The ].ast word
"Hasan Hakki
at the First
5 ta tements by
toıture since

Zffiib\
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Yeni Gundem l{-20 ı{ay ı986

shadow of TortUre 0n Medıcı-ne

on 9 Aprit 1986 the lawyers of the l,atg Hustafa Asim Hayrullahoglu
submitted a petition to the Istanbut chamber of ı,|edicaı Personnel naming 26

members of that or9anization for practices contraVenin9 "medicaI ethics-.
tThe list of names is provided in the artic].e. ]

The triaı of the security personneı involved in the death by torture of
Hustafa Hayruılaho9ıu on ı6 November 1982 had snded with the sentencİn9 of
three officars to jait terms of 10 y9ars 8 months and the acquittal of t$o
defendants. The tria1 was inundatod with medica1 reports contıadicting one

another. Accordin9 to lawyers €r9i.n cinmsn and Atilla coskun, ths Forensic
14edical Departmsnt contained doctoıs who ,exhibj.ted specia1 skiIls to
hamper the tria1" of Hayrullahoglu's torturers, thus systematically
" ob5tructing the cour5e of justıce",

Lawyers co9kun and cinmen stated that the
o19anization which ought to be scientific
personnel who weİe present during torture
torture by bearing false witness in cases
judgemont.

Foronsİc },|sdicaı. 0epartment, an
and neutral, contained medica1
as welı as being impıicated in
rsferred for professj.ona1

After the ıist of 26 doctors presented by Hay!uıı.ahogıu's .ı_awyers, the

names of four other doctors from |(ahramanmaras were to be added to a

growing ro1],-caıt of doctors impticated in torture, It was aıIegsd, for
]r".pl], that Dr Erkan 1,1ete was present durin9 the torturing of suspects at

Istanbuı security Headquarters, other cases have emerged, such a9 the death

,naer torture of TıKB IRevolutionary communists' tJnion of Turkeyı suspect

Ataman Ince in october 1981. some doctors had prspared 1 l"p9|t stating
ltıat ınce had died of "tub6rcuıosis,. tn the en3uing triat other doctors

reports came out with ambivalent statements lika "there could be the

possibility of torture, on the other hand there couıd not be',one such

lİport actu"lly emanated from the High Medica1 Council, conprised of a

veİerinary sur9eon, a pharmaci,st and the ubiquitous Professor Ihsan

Dogramaci.

The controversia1 Dr Erkan Mete was amnsstied in l9?4 after being sentencod

as a oEV-GENc IRevoJ-utionary Youth] mititant, In t98?, it transpired during

a maıtial law trial that or Hetğ had been 'assisting secur,ity forces" in a

nUmber of prosecutions. sentenced prisoner 0erkut Pinar cited 0r Mete as

oiıng pru.Lnt durin9 his torture and added that there was a standard

;;; ;";r. statoment which Forensic Hedical Oepartment doctors, includin9 0r

ı"i", ,ıgn"o disctaimin9 any medica], evidence of torturo,

Another detainee, Irfan cure, stated in an unreıated and sepaıate

that:.,Atthou9hofficiaıshidetorturebysayin9thatthereisno
İİlng ln Turıey, t was tortured, One of the pgrsons presant during

torau.. was Dr Erkan Hete whom ı kn6w p!eviously, ı hereby decıare

ılete is guitty of torture',

trial
such

my
that 0İ

Hamit Kapan, said to have been torturad foİ 200 days and citsd in the

confessions of the pol1ce torturer sedat caner, named or Erdem Gurun],u

wore a white coat and examined me after each new torture techniqua" as

torturer. Dr Gurunlu was a founding member of kahramanmaras IdeaIists'

" who
a

ffi
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Hearth 0r9anization Ia ri9ht-wing or9anization]. Despite the h€aVy torture
he was subjected to, Hamit xapan was given clean bil].s of health by
Nouroıogist 0r seyfi sahan, consuıtant Dr cahit Evlj.ya ("no signs ofphysicaı damage on the body') and the Head of the Psychiatric Department
oozent 0r ılehmet unal. This evidance was challenged in couıt by ıawyer €min
Deger on 22 February 1982. Lawyer Deger a].so presented to the court the
detached tos naiıs of Hamit Kapan. The evidence, presented in an 9nv6ıope,
as well as other signs of torture were rejected by the miıitary tribuna]..

0ther docto!s, for exampıe sur9eon or cetin Kucuksaner, Lieutenant or Ensarsenturk and Lieutenant ıhsan xasapgi1, signed standard printed reportsstating 'No sign of physicaı violence has been observed' in the case, for
exampıe, of the 'l 59 defendants in the TxP-Thrace tria1.

dh
15 rtsııy 21
\a ınşıvı s/
R@jq

cumhurivet 15 May l986

A new case has emergsd froın the confessions of the police torturer
caner naming ılehmet ceran as one of the persons tortured by the use
technique kno$n as the "Palestinian Swing" at Xahramanmaras Taacher
Training tnstituts' s sports centre.

sgdat
of a

Vahit ceren, th€ fathğr of thg suspect ı{ehnet ceren, who died duringtorture, has recentıy app8aled to th€ Kahramanmaras prosecutor aıı9gın9that his son died as a resuıt of torture. His application form Hz. 905/502
was hand9d over to the prosecutor on 2 Hay t986. Father ceren states that,
upon hearing that he was wanted by the authorities, his son Hehmet cer9ngaVo himseıf up on 6 october l90r to Adana Martiaı Law co,mand, that he was
brou9ht to XahraıDanmaras HartiaI Law command on 18 october 1981 and that he
was buried ın the cometory of hi5 viIta9e three days later.
vahit ceren toJ,d reporters that his son's body was blought to the vilıage
on 2'l 0ctober by three truck-loads of armed soı.di.ers and that the bocry wasburied irrm,diate].y with no one being aılowed to examine the deceased. Eventha 1ast retigious rites of washing th€ body and uncovering tho face f,,er9not aıIowed. he said. The body was buried under armed guard. The Vitla9ers
were toıd that nobody was aılowed to 90 near the gı.ave. Vahit ceren wastold that he would end up like his son if he approached the grave. sentriesremained at the graveside for three day5.

Po]"ice torturer sedat caner had already referred to the death of Hehmet
ceren and stated that hs had been buried with his cı.othes on. He named
GeneraI Yusuf llaznadaroglu, Major NeVzat 8ekarogIu who is currentıy astaff 0fficer at the Genaral staff Headquarters in Ankara and who was atthe tina attached to Martial Law command, Necdet Kondolot who was the Headof the Poıitical 8ranch at the time but is currentty o6puty chief ofsacuİity at l(ahramanmaras, and canar's colıeague chief superintendent
Hu3eyin 6uIersonmez and officer 8ilge Akcıogan who is currently stationedat Ankara security Headquarters, as the persons who knew that Hehmetcereo's death was not due to suıcid€.

ı.|ehmet cgren-s father has callğd for an autopsy of his son-s body and for

"You- Too. Miqht End UD Dead Like Your son''
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the punishınent of the p6rsons cited by the solf-confessed potice torturer
ssdat caner.

Yen i Gundam'l9-25 1,1ay '|986

Hunqer- strike At AmasVa Prison

six inmates of Amasya Prison facing the death p€naıty, Baki Aıtin, A. Fazi]
ozdemir, Mehrnet Tekbas, Emruttah Gemici, 

^hmet 
Kinali. and Remzi Kucukertan.

have gone on j.ndefinite hunger-strike as a protest against ill-treatment by
the prison authorities.

At a recent press conference, the relatives of two of the hun9er-striksrs,
Rj.za Tekbas and zahide Gemici, stated that there was "inhuman treatm9nt
involving l3_}e_k_a to the feet, to the back and the backsides, physical
torture, very 1ong periods of soIitary confinement, confinement in celıs,
reIigious and ideoıogica1 pressures" b6in9 practised by prison authoriti€s.

Riza T€kbas and zahide Gemici haVe submitted petitions to ıstanbuı's First
Army Prosecutor, the Hinistry of Justice, the G9nera1 staff tntelligenco
Department, sHP Human Rights commission, th6 Prefecture of Amasya, speaker
of the National A5sembly and the Intsrior inistry calling for an end to
i1l-treatment and reguestin9 that readin9 materials be allowed as well as

ıengthğnin9 the periods aı.lowed for recr€ation in the prison courtyard,

This is how Baki Altin recounted instances of prison treatment to onğ of
his retatives: "U9 werg brought singly to dark celıs... Th€re, under ths
oıders of the prison Director Necati oztekin and under hj.s supervision, we

were subjectad to iı!tı3 untiI ıosing consciousness. Then we were immersed
in cold water. Necati oztekin, ı.|ehmet Ince and other warders were present
in the 20-ninute torture sessions. The prosecutor was aware of these
tortures. He did not eVen process our forma]. complaints"'

Accordin9 to the faİıi].y members of the inmates concerned, the Prison
oirector thıeatened the inmates facing the death penalty by sayin9l "If
want, ı can cancel the half-hour you are aıtowed in the courtyard, This
too lenient for the likes of you. "

l5

cumhurivet 21 },lay l985

crisıs At ızmir state securitv court (ssc)

A crisis has deveıoped over the interest shown by the us consul_Gensraı in
ızmir ğoncernin9 thğ detention of servet ziya corak].i and his indictment by

the ssc for altegedly attemptin9 to di§tribute ,.ı.eaflets dis9uised as ba9s

of sweets' one day before the scheduled raıly heId by TURK-Is, the
country's main trade union confederation.

fP)
W.§
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The controvğrsy emerged when the us consut-General attended a ssc aession
trying serVet ziya corakli. Newspaper repolts aıleged that the consul, Mr.
Adams. was brief8d by the Presiding Judge and was aıso shown court
documents.

Defendant corakli's 1awyer Esen Yucel stated that his client was the
chaiIman of a cine-cıub and a member of the PEN cıub. Esen Yuceı said that
hj_s client had been tortured and that this had been raised in the united
states senate. It was possible that the inter9st shown by the us con5ut
resUlted from representations made by Amnssty tnteInatj.onal and PEN ctub.

Lawyer Esen YuceI aıso said that his ctiant was told by his interro9ators
at Izmir sacurity HeadquaIters First Branch that he would ..now be subjected
to the tortures described by sedat caner in Nokta-. The poıicemen concerned
then proceeded to carry out their threats.

servet ziya corak].i and thr9e others are charged with bein9 ınembers of
Tl(P-8 [Turkish communist Party-unionı and attempting to distribute
"Ieaftets disguis9d as bags of sweets" twenty-four hours before the afore-
mentioned TuRK-Is ralıy. The Pre§iding Judse of tzmir's ssc disclaimed
showing court docunents to the us consuı-Gensraı and said that thsre was
no medical evidenca of corakıi ever havj.ng begn tortured. He said he had no
comment to make over the resignation of the miıitary and civiıian judges
comprising the ssc tribunaı involved in thQ case.

.1i$|İJ.ı,4,ı
lil -]\l

rüsTAv
şlvi Fi

Qo]

Famil].es of The D etainees: " Reores sion Aoainst Defendants continues"

Executive members of the Famiıies of Detainees and prisoners- Aid
Association {FOPAA) aıleged that 'repression" of defendants bein9 held at
Metris, Amasya and Adana prisons is continuing.

In a press conf€rence organized in a coffeehouse in the Yi]"dirim district
of I5tanbu1, officials of the FDPAA accused the pTison authorities of
arbitrary and harsh treatment a9ainst inmates in prisons, inctuding
detainees currently on triaI.

zekiye canan. sister of pİisoner Yadigar Adiguzeı currentty hetd at tletris
Hiıitary Prison, claimed that her brother suffered from a heart condition
but was denied msdicaı heıp. "He cannot diet. They witı not buy hiın
medicines" , she said.

FDPAA officials also drew attention to "immora]." strip searches of the
i.nmates and claim€d that th9se resulted in beatings with the prison€rs
being coVered in b1ood. Torn pairs of tIousers were disp].ayed during the
press con f erence.

The press conference was aıso attended by Hrs E].mas Eren and Mr
Eren, parent5 of Hayrettin €ren who has not been found despite a
search by his family.

(emalettin
six-year

Mustafa Eryukse1, a FDPAA spokespeIson, said that some fam-ilies did not

cumhuriVet 7 Jun€ 1985
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even know of the grave wherg they couıd ıeave flowers for their dead
refatiVes. "our duty as hunan beings", he said, "is to investj.gate,
research and reveal the chain of disappeared persons who haVe become a

bleeding wound upon our society".

was reading A Thousand llitnesses a letter from Amasya PIison
. Yet another item of proof, another account of our reality... ıt
e usefu1 if wo read it togetherl

. . As
arrıVe
wöuld

ı
d

b

cumhurivet 7 June l986

oktav AkbaI's reouIar column
lA review article of Erbil Tusalp's new book Transcriots of 12 seotember: A

lİ_g_us 3!c_.!ifucll_es, 0ost Yayj.nlari, l986, in Turkish}

"tl'le were sgnt to Amasya during the last months of 1905. At the recaption to
the prison, ws, the poıiticaı prisoners, were searched in an irnınora1 way
IThe Ieference is to strip-s9arching - Tr.] and had ouı heads shaved
forcıbly as weı1 as being toı.d to wear prison unıforms, t{e reacted to this
torture and hu,niıiation accordin9 to the dictates of human di9nity. }Je were
then brought singıy to dark ceıls measuring 2 square metres and ı.75 metre9
high and were kept in these for 15 days. During this period we were beaten
unconscious by warders by the appıication of l_a_ı_e!3_ to the soIes of the
feet, the back and backsides. t,ıe were immersed in cold water. During this
peıiod we were also subjected to being kept awake at ni9hts, a ban on

§rnoking and 'arbi.trary night beatings'. The prison authorities arbitrariıy
pİohibited us from receiving visitors foİ three months so that th9 traces
of torture wouId hea1 and they held on to our petitions complaining about
our maltreatment. politica1 pıisoners are stiıt denied access to fresh aiT
in the prison courtyard; torture as welı as soIitary confinement continues.
ı,lhile no books are purchased by the prison authorities, copies of a locaI
Istamic fundamentaıist journaı calıod crescent (Hita1) is circulated
amon9st the inmates. our lega1 files, books and notes haVe been

conf.iscated. our right to defence has been infrin9ed. politicaI prisoners
are encouraged to confess Iunder provisions of the Law on Repentance -

Tr.]. The daiıy counts of the inmates involve abusive language and immora1

swearing and when we ask for the reasons for such behaViour, this leads to
punishment by soıitary confinement. sanitation is non_existent in the wards
where potitical prisoners are kept and we are at the mercy cf insects and

vermin. No provisions are made to stop this and the Prison Director
threatens us with rottin9 under these insanitary conditions, 0rdinary
criminals haVe access to TV, but poIiticat prisoners are denied
this. "
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cumhuriVet l9 June l986

Two 0ifferent Medicaı Reoorts 0n Torture

contradictory reports on physica]. eVidence of torture were giVen by two
separate doctors attached respectiveİy to Ankara's YenimahalIe dıstrict
Health Polyc]-inic and the capitaı's Legal Forensic oepartment.

According to the ANKA agency reporter, Hanefi 0zdemir and Hayrettin 0ogan
were detained in Aprj.1 [1985] on smu991ing aılagations dating back to,198o.
After being detained for some time at Ankara security Headquarters, the
pair were sent on 2 May to Yenimahalıe Heaıth Potyclinic, but were returned
to d9tention without a m€di.ca1 check-up. sent back to the potyc}inic on 5

Hay, the officia1 in charge, Dr Gungor Kaynak, stated in a writtan report
(No. 8l8) that the detainees -showed no traca of blows, force, scratches,
wounds, bruises etc., on their persons after a medj.ca]. check in which they
were stripped naked".

The defendants were then arrested and sent to prrson.

Hanefi 0zdemir and Hayrettin 0ogan subsequentıy petitioned the Pubı.ic
Prosecutor alleging that they had been tortured and that th€y stiı1 carried
scars of the alleged treatment. The pair were then taken to Ankara's L€ga1
Forensic Department on 9 May and examined by Dr Gulgun 0ktem who reported
that the defendants suffered from yellow and purpIe bruises on their bodies
and swolıen soles. Dr oktem's report prescıibed periods of seven and ten
days of re5t ı,espectively for the two defendants.

The contradictory f indin9s
1awyer Necati siyahkan who
Turkish Hedica1 Association

of the two doctors were passed on
promptly pas5ed on the information
for theiı iııırnediate attention.

to
to the
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l,{itness: " The youno 0efendants could Not stand 0n Their Leqs"

The main Dev-Yol trial involves about ?00 defendants, of whom 106 are stitl
kept in detention. The ,xi.tness was cal]-ed in connection with an "appended
indictment" Iek id name] invoıVj_ng 7? of the defendants concerned. They
aİe charged on nine accounts of murder and 62 incident5 invotving robbery.
The witn€ss Ahmet cokeIek wa5 called in connection with th9 kitling of
I smet Bodur.

In the main DeV-Yol IReVolutionary t.]ay] triaı bein9 held in Ankara's
Nilitary court No. ı, now enterin9 its fifth y€ar, witness Ahmet coke].ek, a

former headman Imuhtar] of Huseyin Gazi District, toId the court that the
five or six defendants brought to the ıocality for a Te-enaction of their
alleged offences couıd 'hardIy stand up'. "I was surprised" the witness
said, "these were young people. They shouıd be abto to stand up on their
two 1egs even if they uarried heavy load5 on their backs alı day. İ did not
notice any traces of bruises or wounds on their faces or the part§ of theiI
bodies I could see' .
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cumhurivet 25 June t986

Diyarbakiİ Martia1 Law Prosecutor's transferred tria1 of 'l2 char9ed with
TXEP ITurkish coflıunist Labour Party] offences began in Izmir stat€
security court. Defendant Fahri ııican stated undğr cross-eXamination that
he had been detained for 2? days in the security Headquarters whore he was
suspended by his 1imbs, subjected to l3_ı_aİ_a, starved and thus subjected to
various tortures.

ı
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APPENO IX I I

The fo].lowing testimonies were given to Amnesty ınternationaı by
representatiVes of the Turkish socj.a].ist llorkers Party (TStP) abroad. TsIP
was founded in 1971 and operated as a legal politica]. party in Turkey untit
the miıitary coup of l2 september 1980 when it was banned together with alI
other politica1 parties and oIganizations. It has since continued its
non-violent politicaI activi.ties clandestineıy.

0n the night of 30 June - ı July 1985 fron 0.00 hours police descended
various houses in various cities in Turkey and took tens of men, women
children into custody. The subjects of the "zero Hour 0peration" weİe
members and supporters of TsıP and their families.

on
a nd

"ın June l985, when my husband did not appğar for two days, l understood
that something was wrong. They came to our house folıowing the second day
of his disappearance. Ther9 were 20 policemen, half of them carrying
automatic auns. It was 02.30 am. From outside they shouted at us to open
the door otherwise they would break it. I opened it. Hhen they entered I
told them not to 90 inside my chj-ıdIen's room. 8ut a five-man team with
guns rushed to their room aıso. From the very beginning they openly said
that we had been under poıice surveillance for a long time and they
supposed ı had nothin9 to do with what was 90ing on. Although some of them
hesitated to take me after they searched 9Very corngr of the house, the
team-chief sai.d "MıT INati.ona1 Intslli9ence 0rganization] wants her to make
her husband talk". I was worried about my childIen as there was nobody to
leave them with. The poıicemen said that the children were to come along,
too. I woke up my older daughter (she was nine years o].d}. she looked
around and, unexp€ct€dly for her age, she calmıy told me to 90 and gğt
dressed while she woke heI six year-old sister up. l wil]. never forget the
eXpression on her face. she was trying to wake up her little sister and at
the same time she was keeping an eye on the guns. They put us i_n a police
van: there were other people in the van but we weı,e not allowed to ıook
around. They took us to several homes wheIe they continued th6ir operations
and thgy became angry when they couıd not find peop]-g at home. Hy ıittle
girl was sleeping on my J.ap while the older one was fulJ.y awake. They took
us to security forces central buiIding Itstanbul PoIice H€adquartersı and
put u5 in a room where we heard screams until the morning. y daughter to],d
me, 'Hother, mother, I can hear my father's voice, they are beating him,
they are beating him". Aı], my efforts were in Vain, I couldn't prevent her
hearing the screams and cries. she could not sleep and bgcame a kind of
robot continuously repeatin9, "]hey are baatj.ng my father".

Each day the interrogations started at 9.00 am and ıasted untiı the naxt
morning at 4-5 am. }le learned that V€ry soon.

Amnesty International interviewed the people whose testimonies are given
below and be}iev6s that thoy provide an accurate account of the troatmant
receivgd by the m9mbers and supporters of TSIP and their famities. ,s,ffiD;r;

,i ruşnv ';
T€STIHoNY .l :, ınsıvi i?«ıs
ılrs. Nssri Yiımaz, a 38 ysar-old teacher, t.ken into custody togethor with
hor two chiıdron uithout any dırect charg9 against her, just in ord9r to
put pressure on her husband. she testifies:
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That mornin9 the screams continued untiı 4 or 5 am. In the morning my
younger daughter woke ilp asking what kind of hospita]. it was and why the
doctors did not show up. (t{e had toıd her we wero in a hospita1. } My oıder
daughter told ıne to put on some make-up so that "They should not understand
that we are afraid-. Around 9.00 am they took us to a children's İoom.
This was a room ri9ht next to the interrogation lthat is torture) room.
From a mirror type window on the wall , the people in the intefrogation room
could see us (thg women and children), but from our side we could not see
who was in the other room, In the so-caıIed chi.ldren'5 room thare was a
very dirty mattress and a couple of chairs. There was another mother and
daughter together with us. Ihile we were in that room poıicemen came
several times cursing and shouting at me, "Look, woman, tell your husband
to talk, or else you wilI stay here'. İ{y chiıdrgn heard these threat5
continuously and they cried as they were afraid that ı wouId be taken to
torture, too.

0n the second morning at 9.00 the infamous interro9ation started agaın.
They brought peop!.e - including my husband - from downstairs to the
interIogation room next to our room. As the door was opened we could see
these blindfolded men and women as they passed along the corridor. A]_l we
could do was to give a nessage that we were fine. ılhile we were 9oin9 to
the washroom, aıthough they toıd us not to look around, my older daughter
suddenıy moved towards her {ather who was blindfolded and on his knees in
th€ corridor and whispered, "We love you, father'. t{e - a1l the womon and
chiıdren - rep6ated tho same thin9 to other blindfoIded, tortured ünen

there. The children stayed with us threğ to four days without eatıng
anything. ı.ly older daughter on one hand wanted to leaVe immediately, but on
the other hand did not want to leave me behind. l.|hen the relatives came to
take the children, the five year-old daughter of my room-mate wanted to 5ee
her father. They brought her father with his face carrying aıI the inhuman
imprints of torture. The gir1 asked him, "ı.lhy is your face so purpıe?". He
told her that h9 feı1 down. t.le couıd understand that sha did not believe
him. she kept quiet and only asked, "Father, when are you going to come
ba€k?". ı could not kiss my daughter to say good-bye; when one of our
re.latives came she wanted to leave at once and did not even look behind.

That evening a policewoman pıaying 'the good poıice' came along pretending
to be very sympathetic and understanding. she told me to teıl her the
truth! she 5aid, "l{e aıready know all detaiıs about your life. e know you
hav6 nothing to do with your husband's activities. gut teıt us the names of
the peopıe who came to your house". As a last word that policewoman gave ne
some adVice (!). She said, 'Honey, if I were you, t would dj.vorce this man.
He got you into troubte'. That same day around 6.3o pm when they heard a
loud shouting my children ran to me. It was my husband. They were bringing
hj.m, beating and cursing. He was btindfolded. They put him in the room
facing our room in the corridor and the doors were open. Hy chj.ldren
watched their father with horrified eyes. Then they took me to that İoom
where my hUsband was. They told him that unlsss he taıked they knew what to
do with me and th€ chi]-dren. Hy husband recognized ny Voice. Then he §aid,
'ı don't care if they die' and ı understood he was not 90ing to talk and
was trying to saVe us. They hit him and kicked him. After they took him
away, th6 policewoman again came and toıd me. "Your bost friend§ are
cursing your husband", thus trying to provoke me. t was terrified to see my
husband in that position, he coutd bareıy waık and was hoıding his abdomen.
That night we again h€ard screams unti]. 4.00 am in the morning. During a].1
this time we were 1eft hun9ry, incıudin9 the children. After the second day
they asked the names of people who could take care of our chiıdren and
relatiVes start€d to come and take away the children. ffa
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In the coll ı was seeing my children in my dreams and dreams were turning
into reality with wild shouts and screams, I started believing that the
pictures drawn on the ce]-l walls by previous inmates were pictures of my
children. 0ne day ı heard them takin9 my husband out of his ce]-L secretIy
from my smal]. hole I couId see the torturing poıiceman forcing my husband
to dIink milk. (Later I leaIned that the doctor advised the tortureİs not
to go further, otherwise he wouıd die.) The poı.iceman pushed my husband-s
face into the milk ordering him to drink.

After the TV appearance our stay in the security buitding ended and we were
transferred to a military prison. tılhen we entered we said that we had come
from celIs futl of vermin, thus forcing th9m to ıet us wash ours9ıVes. This
was the first time we were allowed to take a bath. In the miıitary prison
{e women were calı.ad out for rol1-cal1 twice a day, morning and evaning.
Duiing the roıI-ca1]. in the prison yard our hands were handcuffed and we
were continuously subjected to questions: "l,|hat is your name? t.lhy are you
here? what did you do?" They asked us so many times that our brains wers
a]-most paral-yzed. I renember, one day during a rolI-call the first woman in
the line could not answer when she was asked her name.

After the chiıdren went away they took us downstairs to one-man ceıls.
There was a small opening in the door and that was to be kept closed, too.
The odour and dj,rt wero unbearabıe, As ı have mentioned abova, from 9.o0 am
to { or 5.00 am nsxt norning they were taking people from the ceıts
upstairs to the ıntorro9ation room to be tortured, I 9ecretly opaned the
small window on the door to see my husband when they took him upstairs. To
see your husband teken to torture is such a terribıe experience that it
cannot be described. The same thing was true for husbands seein9 their
wi.Ves taken to torture. llhen ı saw my husband with an unrecognizable face,
I cried. one of his eyes was complstely closed, his face was purp].e all
over and he could not walk. 

..,laı,i]/;?:..
In the celıs they only let us 90 to the toit€t once in eight hours and ].? lİ s--lnr -

sometimes not aven that often. That was a kind of torture according to Ç.-O'Şi''_.
them. one day I got iu and wanted to go to the washIoom. Tİıe poıiceman 4?{lf
said, "urinate in the ce].l". I said ı was not going to do that. He was
furious and he opened the door and shouted that if I again disobeyed the
police he would do eVerythin9 "to t9ach me a lesson-. t.Jhen the families
sent mgaIs from outside, the poıicem6n poured tham into waste-bins in
front of our eyes. 0uring 30 days (the official incormunicado det9ntion
period at that timel we could only wash our haiİ onco or twice and that was
beğause there were a11 kinds of insects in the cells. l{e suffered fron
continuous headaches. 0ne day through our secret conversation during t o iıot
cıeaning, we heard that a woman was in a terrible condition in thg
interrogation room upstairs. Later she came down; I heard someone
whispering, 'Finally they brought her down'. IThat was Hrs. Y, and a
co-defendant testifies about her situation in TEsTlHONY 2.]

tıhen they took me for interrogati.on, because they knew about my poor health
condition and that ı had recentIy had surgery, they wsre satisfied only to
hit me on my head heavily! They hit me on my head and face tgııing me that
ı was lying. At the end of the 30-day detention period they put us in front
of TV cameras. Hillions of people - including our children - watched us as
if we were criminats. At that time we had not even been takBn to court to
be tried. They had already givgn the sentence and announced to everyone
that we were criminaıs by showİng us j.n the TV news programme.
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some tiıne ıater they took us to court. That day fron 6.o0 an to 2.00 pm we
stayed with our hands tied behind our backs. They did not untie them even
when we went to the washroom. so there was no point in going to the
washroom. tn the court thoy temporaİiıy re].sased some of us. ın fact thoy
knew from the very beginning we had done nothing to warrant our det€ntion.
But this is puıety a potiticaı case. And ı shouıd say the last torture for
us who were raleased after the court hearing was our stay in the hot, metatpoıice van on our raturn from the court to prison to complete the re.].ease
order formalities. Ihey stopped the traffi.c to give way to some 9eneral'scar and we waited for hours, some women fainting from hgat and hunger.

And I rüiIı never forget my dau9hter-s reaction to the word5 of a radio
speaker announcing the officiaI dgcıaration that .'there is no torture
Turkey". l.ıhen she heard that, she rose to her feet and said, "Ask me,
me if there is torture or not".-

T€sT IHONY 2

ılr. Turan Yilmaz, 40 year-old defendant in the TsıP trial, who was
the most sgve16ıy tortured after the summer t985 arrests, testifies
the torture of Mrs. Y, 33 year-old defendant with a pre-schooı age
He testifies:

In
a5k

one of
about

chi]d.

"ı was brought from the hanging type torture and left unconscious in a
corner in the tortur9 room where we were interrogated, I was bıindfolded
and could not move. suddenly I heard a woman screaming in the same room.
FIom under the blindfold ı coutd see that it was y. she was stretched out
on a table naked, tied to e]"ectİic current. t heaİd them saying, -TelI us
you took it". she repıied, "No, t didn't'. They applied alectric curr6nt to
her body on and off. she was screaming and letting out $rild noises. ıt did
not sound like a human voice. suddenıy I heard a terrible cry from her and
then I did not hear her anymore. ı heard the torturers saying worriedly,
"she died, she died", some others said, "Her coıour became purple, is she
dying?" They poured water on her and rushed her to the hospitat. t{hen I
heard them sayin9 she wa5 dead, I was stilt aımost unconsciou9, but I
Temember that I tIied to stand on my feet and attacked then swearing and
shouting, '}.lurderers, you kitted her, yoU kiıı.ed her'. 8ut they hit me down
- I was blindfolded and ıny hands weIe tied - and took me back to the
torture chamber. "

TEsT I MONY 3

|.1r. Hamit cayli, a 33 year-otd defendant in the TSİP trial, who was heavi],y
tortured after the summer t985 arrests, testİfies about the torture of }lrs,
z., a 48 year-old defendant with grown-up chiıdren, and about the situation
of his wife H€İal. He testifies:

"Although the interrogation room was in the security forces building, one
could immediateıy understand that the 'interrogators' - that is torturers
were acting directty under the command of İ,ltT INationaı ınteltigence
0rganizationı

0n one side of the corridor there were one-man ceıls and on the otheı side
there werg torture rooms. lıhen they were torturing someone they opened the
door so that the screams could be heard by other inmates to "teach them a
lesson".
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From rny cel], ı could sin9te out z,'s voice. 5he was taken to the torture
room three to four times a day and from my own experience ı understood that
they were applyin9 eIectric current and hosing pressurized water on her.
For 1o minutes or so I could hear her saying, "ı don't know that person"
and then her voice was not
those times of siıence.

heard. she must have been unconscious during

e could see each otheİ on the '| 6th day of my detention. Two po.].icemen

9rabbed her by ths arms actually pullin9 her up to 5tand and waık. Th9 next
day they took us for exaınination by an officia]" doctor. The doctor did not
evan ask if w€ had any complaints. 8esid€s, the policeıİen who were
accompanying us with automatic guns had already told us "not to make any
complaint9", They were ready to transfer us from the security forces
building to prison, but because of z.'s condition - she was unable to wa]-k
- they made us wait one more day. fhat ni9ht they continuousIy forced her
to walk to show that she was to ıeave the security forces buildin9 in -good

shape" . I couıd hear her resisting. "

'gesides z., ı haVe witnessed what they dj.d to other women. For instance,
my wife was taken i.nto custody with me. As weıl as accusations against her,
they tried to use her to make me taık. They brought her in front of me with
continuous threats of undressin9 and raping her. They threatened to rape
her or to in§ert police clubs Ij.nto her vaginaJ. They beat her seVereıy
each time. on the second day of our arrest, they went home to get our chiıd
who had been left with our neighbours. But by that tirne our reıatives had

aIready taken the ch j_ld away and they couı"d not find it. },ly wife became a

nervous person folıowing these weeks of torture and threat5. After she was
ternporarily reıeased (to remain under police 5urveilıance) she
continuously suf{ered Various illnesses due to thi5 physica1 and
psychologica ı damage. "
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